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‘Something skittered back in the hedge. She came to 

an instant halt and set her hand on her pistol... 

Majat. 

She picked out the shadowed form in the slatted 

leaves, perplexed to find it there. It was motionless 

in its guard-stance, half again as tall as she; faceted 

eyes flickered with the slightest turns of its head... 

The head turned farther, squaring to her: no 
Worker... she saw that clearly. The jaws were 
massive, the head armored... 

A Warrior... nor was it alone.’ 

Serpent’s Reach is the star system inhabited by the 

majat — a powerful, intelligent hive society — and it 

is territory forbidden to outsiders. This is the story 

of Raen, the last of the massacred Sul family, and of 

her lifetime pledge to find vengeance. A pledge that 

was to take her across the worlds of the Serpent's 

Reach into the very centre of the alien webwork, 

into the very strands of thought and counter-thought, 

into a menacing and formidable world which defied 

any stranger to approach. 334pp 
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‘When another book by C J Cherryh comes along,|! 

still drop everything | can to read it. And I still feel 

the tingling eagerness...’ Lester Del Rey, Ana/og 

C J Cherryh is one of the most exciting new sf writers 
to come out of America in recent years. Her interests 
range from astronomy to linguistics, with a special fas- 
cination for alien cultures and their history. Her pre- 
vious works include The Faded Sun trilogy — nominated 

for the Hugo and Nebula Awards, and first published in 
Britain by the SF Book Club. 
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